" Karama "
the mood of the moment. Hence the eventual pleasure
derived indirectly from the killing or even torturing of
an animal to death ; and hence the wide use of such
incidents among savages whenever there are emotions
religious or otherwise that need exciting or stimulating.
Here also, perhaps, we have an explanation of the
ceremonial use of many things calculated to produce in
the first instance disgust, such as the slavering of others
with saliva, or the pelting of friends with dung. The
underlying idea of these customs may be this : excite
emotion of some kind or another, whether pleasant or
the reverse and the emotion once raised may be guided
with tact and management into any desired channel.
Some of the priestly casts seem not to have been slow in
appreciating this characteristic of human nature and to
have turned it to their own sincere, if sometimes mis-
guided uses.
Human beliefs are rarely clearly thought out or logical,
nor can they be traced as a rule to a single underlying idea.
In the offering of an animal to a guest there may be the
feeling that by sharing a common meat, host and guest
become " one flesh " and are bound to each other in ties
of mutual interest. Each has gained an ally in a harsh
and hostile world, though in some cases it would seem
that the bargain does not hold after the meat may reason-
ably be considered to have had sufficient time to be
digested; three days is considered in most parts of the
Sudan to be a reasonable time for a visit, and should
an honoured guest prolong his stay beyond this, he has
outstayed his welcome and is looked upon as a cadger.
And lastly there is a dramatic finality about death,
even the death of a sheep.
If a contract of marriage, an oath of peace with surcease
from long and costly struggle, or a pledge of eternal
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